
Proposed Amendment 1 Text 
 

THE MEMBERS OF THE NINETY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE OF 
NEBRASKA, FIRST SESSION, RESOLVE THAT: 

Section 1. At the general election in November 2004 the following 
proposed amendment to the Constitution of Nebraska shall be submitted to the  
electors of the State of Nebraska for approval or rejection: 

To amend Article VIII, section 2: 
VIII-2 "Notwithstanding Article I, section 16, Article III, section 

18, or Article VIII, section 1 or 4, of this Constitution or any other 
provision of this Constitution to the contrary: (1) The property of the state and its 
governmental subdivisions shall constitute a separate class of property and shall be 
exempt from taxation to the extent such property is used by the state or 
governmental subdivision for public purposes authorized to the state or 
governmental subdivision by this Constitution or the Legislature. To the extent such 
property is not used for the authorized public purposes, the Legislature may classify 
such property, exempt such classes, and impose or authorize some or all of such 
property to be subject to property taxes or payments in lieu of property taxes except 
as provided by law; (2) the Legislature by general law may classify and exempt from 
taxation property owned by and used exclusively for agricultural and horticultural 
societies and property owned and used exclusively for educational, religious,  
charitable, or cemetery purposes, when such property is not owned or used for 
financial gain or profit to either the owner or user; (3) household goods and 
personal effects, as defined by law, may be exempted from taxation in whole or in 
part, as may be provided by general law, and the Legislature may prescribe a 
formula for the determination of value of household goods and personal effects; (4) 
the Legislature by general law may provide that the increased value of land by 
reason of shade or ornamental trees planted along the highway shall not be taken 
into account in the assessment of such land; (5) the Legislature, by general law and 
upon any terms, conditions, and restrictions it prescribes, may provide that the 
increased value of real property resulting from improvements designed primarily 
for energy conservation may be exempt from taxation; (6) the value of a home 
substantially contributed by the  United States Department of Veterans Affairs for a 
paraplegic veteran or multiple amputee shall be exempt from taxation during the 
life of such veteran or until the death or remarriage of his or her surviving spouse; 
(7) the Legislature may exempt from an intangible property tax life insurance and 
life insurance annuity contracts and any payment connected therewith and any 
right to pension or retirement payments; (8) the Legislature may exempt inventory 
from taxation; (9) the Legislature may define and classify personal property in such 
manner as it sees fit, whether by type, use, user, or owner, and may exempt any such 
class or classes of property from taxation if such exemption is reasonable or may 
exempt all personal property from taxation; (10) no prope rty shall be exempt from 
taxation except as permitted by or as provided in this Constitution; and (11) the 
Legislature may by general law provide that a portion of the value of any residence 
actually occupied as a homestead by any classification of owners as determined by 
the Legislature shall be exempt from taxation; and (12) the Legislature may by 



general law, and upon any terms, conditions, and restrictions it prescribes, provide 
that the increased value of real property resulting from improvements designed 
primarily for the purpose of renovating, rehabilitating, or preserving historically 
significant real property may be, in whole or in part, exempt from taxation.".  

Sec. 2. The proposed amendment shall be submitted to the electors  
in the manner prescribed by the Constitution of Nebraska, Article XVI, section 1, 
with the following ballot language: 

"A constitutional amendment to authorize exemption of certain 
improvements to historically significant real property from property 
taxation. 
For 
Against". 

 
 
Proposed Amendment 2 Text 
 
 

THE MEMBERS OF THE NINETY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE OF 
NEBRASKA, SECOND SESSION, RESOLVE THAT: 

Section 1. At the general election in November 2004 the following 
proposed amendment to the Constitution of Nebraska shall be submitted to the  
electors of the State of Nebraska for approval or rejection: 

To amend Article III, sections 10 and 14: 
III-10 "Beginning with the year 1975, regular sessions of the  Legislature shall 

be held annually, commencing at 10 a.m. on the first Wednesday after the first 
Monday in January of each year. The duration of regular sessions held shall not 
exceed ninety legislative days in odd-numbered years unless extended by a vote of 
four-fifths of all members elected to the  Legislature, and shall not exceed sixty 
legislative days in even-numbered years unless extended by a vote of four-fifths of 
all members elected to the  Legislature. Bills and resolutions under consideration by 
the Legislature  upon adjournment of a regular session held in an odd-numbered 
year may be considered at the next regular session, as if there had been no such 
adjournment. The Lieutenant Governor shall preside, but shall vote only when the 
Legislature is equally divided.  

A majority of the members elected to the Legislature shall constitute a 
quorum. The ; the Legislature shall determine the rules of its proceedings, shall and 
be the judge of the election, returns, and qualifications of its members, and shall 
choose its own officers, including a Speaker to preside . when the Lieutenant 
Governor shall be absent, incapacitated, or shall act as Governor.  

No member shall be expelled except by a vote of two-thirds of all members 
elected to the Legislature, and no member shall be twice expelled for the same 
offense. The Legislature may punish by imprisonment any person not a member 
thereof who shall be guilty of disrespect to the Legislature by disorderly or 
contemptuous behavior in its presence, but no such imprisonment shall extend 
beyond twenty-four hours at one time, unless the person shall persist in such 
disorderly or contemptuous behavior." 



III-14 "Every bill and resolution shall be read by title when introduced, and 
a printed copy thereof provided for the use of each member. The bill and all 
amendments thereto shall be printed and presented before the vote is taken upon its 
final passage and shall be read at large unless three-fifths of all the members elected 
to the Legislature vote not to read the bill and all amendments at large. No vote 
upon the final passage of any bill shall be taken until five legislative days after its 
introduction nor until it has been on file for final reading and passage for at least 
one legislative day. No bill shall contain more than one subject, and the subject shall 
be clearly expressed in the title. No law shall be amended unless the  new act contains 
the section or sections as amended and the section or sections so amended shall be 
repealed. The Lieutenant Governor, or the Speaker if acting as presiding officer, 
shall sign, in the presence of the Legislature while it is in session and capable of 
transacting business, all bills and resolutions passed by the Legislature.". 

Sec. 2. The proposed amendment shall be submitted to the electors  
in the manner prescribed by the Constitution of Nebraska, Article XVI, section 1, 
with the following ballot language: 

"A constitutional amendment to remove the Lieutenant Governor and 
designate the Speaker as presiding officer of the Legislature. 
For 
Against". 

 
 
 
Proposed Amendment 3 
 
 

THE MEMBERS OF THE NINETY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE OF 
NEBRASKA, SECOND SESSION, RESOLVE THAT: 
 

Section 1. At the general election in November 2004 the following 
proposed amendment to the Constitution of Nebraska shall be submitted to the  
electors of the State of Nebraska for approval or rejection: 

To amend Article III, section 24: 
III-24 "(1) Except as provided in this section, the Legislature  shall not 

authorize any game of chance or any lottery or gift enterprise when the 
consideration for a chance to participate involves the payment of money 
for the purchase of property, services, or a chance or admission ticket or 
requires an expenditure of substantial effort or time. 

(2) The Legislature may authorize and regulate a state lottery pursuant to 
subsection (3) of this section and other lotteries, raffles, and gift enterprises which 
are intended solely as business promotions or the  proceeds of which are to be used 
solely for charitable or community betterment purposes without profit to the 
promoter of such lotteries, raffles, or gift enterprises. 

(3) The Legislature may establish a lottery to be operated and regulated by 
the State of Nebraska. The proceeds of the lottery shall be  appropriated by the 
Legislature for the costs of establishing and maintaining the lottery and for other 



purposes as directed by the Legislature . No lottery game shall be conducted as part 
of the lottery unless the type of game has been approved by a majority of the 
members of the Legislature. 

(4) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit (a) the  enactment of 
laws providing for the licensing and regulation of wagering on the results of 
horseraces, wherever run, either within or outside of the  state, by the parimutuel 
method, when such wagering is conducted by licensees within a licensed racetrack 
enclosure or (b) the enactment of laws providing for the licensing and regulation of 
bingo games conducted by nonprofit associations which have been in existence for a 
period of five years  immediately preceding the application for license, except that 
bingo games cannot be conducted by agents or lessees of such associations on a 
percentage basis. 

(5)(a) For purposes of this subsection, casino gaming includes games  
of chance played for money, credit, or any representative of value using cards; dice; 
equipment; player-activated electronic, video, or mechanical gaming devices; and 
other methods authorized by the Legislature.  

(b) Nothing in the Constitution of Nebraska shall be construed to prohibit or 
restrict casino gaming as authorized by the Legislature at up to two casino locations. 
Subsequent to the initial legislative authorization of any casino location, the voters 
of the county in which such casino location is authorized shall either approve or 
disapprove casino gaming in such county. The Legislature may provide for the 
authorization, operation, regulation, and taxation of casino gaming.".  

Sec. 2. The proposed amendment shall be submitted to the electors  
in the manner prescribed by the Constitution of Nebraska, Article XVI, section 
1, with the following ballot language: 

"A constitutional amendment to define casino gaming and to permit 
the Legislature to authorize up to two casino locations subject to 
approval by voters in the affected counties and provide for the  
authorization, operation, regulation, and taxation of casino gaming. 
For 
Against". 

 
 
Proposed Amendment 4 Text 
 
 

THE MEMBERS OF THE NINETY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE OF 
NEBRASKA, SECOND SESSION, RESOLVE THAT: 

Section 1. At the general election in November 2004 the following 
proposed amendment to the Constitution of Nebraska shall be submitted to the 
electors of the State of Nebraska for approval or rejection: 

To amend Article III, section 24: 
III-24 "(1) Except as provided in this section, the Legislature  shall not 

authorize any game of chance or any lottery or gift enterprise when the 
consideration for a chance to participate involves the payment of money for the 



purchase of property, services, or a chance or admission ticket or requires an 
expenditure of substantial effort or time.  

(2) The Legislature may authorize and regulate a state lottery pursuant to 
subsection (3) of this section and other lotteries, raffles, and gift enterprises which 
are intended solely as business promotions or the  proceeds of which are to be used 
solely for charitable or community betterment purposes without profit to the 
promoter of such lotteries, raffles, or gift enterprises. 

(3) (a) The Legislature may establish a lottery to be operated and regulated 
by the State of Nebraska. The proceeds of the lottery shall be  appropriated by the 
Legislature for the costs of e stablishing and maintaining the lottery and for other 
the following purposes, as directed by the Legislature :  

(i) The first five hundred thousand dollars after the payment of  prizes and 
operating expenses shall be transferred to the Compulsive Gamblers Assistance 
Fund;  

(ii) Forty-four and one-half percent of the money remaining after the 
payment of prizes and operating expenses and the initial transfer to the Compulsive 
Gamblers Assistance Fund shall be transferred to the Nebraska Environmental 
Trust Fund to be used as provided in the Nebraska Environmental Trust Act;  

(iii) Forty-four and one-half percent of the money remaining after the 
payment of prizes and operating expenses and the initial transfer to the Compulsive 
Gamblers Assistance Fund shall be used for education as the Legislature may 
direct;  

(iv) Ten percent of the money remaining after the payment of prizes and 
operating expenses and the initial transfer to the Compulsive Gamblers Assistance 
Fund shall be transferred to the Nebraska State Fair Board if the most populous 
city within the county in which the fair is located provides matching funds 
equivalent to ten percent of the funds available for transfer. Such matching funds 
may be obtained from the city and any other private or public entity, except that no 
portion of such matching funds shall be provided by the state. If the Nebraska State 
Fair ceases operations, ten percent of the money remaining after the payment of 
prizes and operating expenses and the initial transfer to the Compulsive Gamblers 
Assistance Fund shall be transferred to the General Fund; and  

(v) One percent of the money remaining after the payment of prizes and 
operating expenses and the initial transfer to the Compulsive Gamblers Assistance 
Fund shall be transferred to the  Compulsive Gamblers Assistance Fund.      

(b) No lottery game shall be conducted as part of the lottery unless  
the type of game has been approved by a majority of the members of the  
Legislature. 

(4) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit (a) the  
enactment of laws providing for the licensing and regulation of wagering on 
the results of horseraces, wherever run, either within or outside of the  
state, by the parimutuel method, when such wagering is conducted by licensees 
within a licensed racetrack enclosure or (b) the enactment of laws providing 
for the licensing and regulation of bingo games conducted by nonprofit 
associations which have been in existence for a period of five years  
immediately preceding the application for license, except that bingo games 



cannot be conducted by agents or lessees of such associations on a percentage 
basis.". 

Sec. 2. The proposed amendment shall be submitted to the electors  
in the manner prescribed by the Constitution of Nebraska, Article XVI, section 
1, with the following ballot language: 

"A constitutional amendment to require the proceeds of the lottery 
operated and regulated by the State of Nebraska to be appropriated 
by the Legislature for the costs of the lottery, the Nebraska 
Environmental Trust Fund, education, the Nebraska State Fair Board, 
and the Compulsive Gamblers Assistance Fund, subject to certain 
conditions. 
For 
Against". 

 
 


